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REMARKS 

This Amendment is filed in response to the Office Action of June 12, 2008 in 
which claims 1-28 were rejected. 

1 . Co-pendency matters : 

Attached in the Appendix hereof for the Examiner's reference is a copy of 
the one page Form PCT/IB/332 from the IB indicating that the U.S. was informed of 
its election as well as the one page "Notification of Receipt of Demand by 
Competent hitemational Preliminary Examining Authority'* (Form PCT/IPEA/402) 
which was the European Patent Office for the previous PCT application on the basis 
of which the present US application is a bypass continuation under 35 U.S.C. 120 
and 365(c). The Demand was filed April 3, 2003, i.e., before expiration of 19 
months fi-om the priority date of September 3, 1999. Moreover, the applicant hereby 
certifies that the intemational application was not withdrawn either generally or as to 
the USA prior to the 30-month mark. Since the Demand was filed (for a case where 
the 20-month period expired before April 1, 2002), the intemational application did 
not become abandoned under former Rule 494 at the 20-month mark and the present 
application was permitted to wait until the 30-month mark from the priority date and 
this was done on March 1, 2002, i.e., two days before the thirty month mark of 
March 3, 2002 and while copendency was still in existence. A certified copy of the 
priority document PCT/EP99/6505 was filed May 29, 2002. See MPEP § 1895. 

Therefore, the present continuation application is copending with the 
intemational application, and the claim of priority for this "by-pass" continuation is 
proper as is the cross-reference thereto on page 1 of the specification properly 
complies with Rule 76 and was timely made under Rule 78. Withdrawal of the 
objection is requested. 

2. Formal claim objections: 

Regarding item 3 on page 2 of the pending Office Action, appropriate 
amendment was made as follows: 
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In line 1, following the expression "comprising", a was added. The 
objection referring to line 5 was not understood as the expression "technologies" 
does not appear in line 5 and furthermore there is no difference seen between the 
proposal made by the Examiner. Rather, the objection could be vmderstood to refer 
to Hne 4, and if so, a "," was added after "technologies". 

With regard to the indefiniteness objections referring to claim 1, the 
Examiner's objection is not understood. Rather, claim 1 as on file (since the 
response of April 26, 2007) already states in claim 1, first feature, "providing for 
performing switching between an incoming side and an outgoing side of a switching 
network element in a telecommunication network . . ." (emphasis added). Thus, the 
indefiniteness objection in this regard against claim 1 is moot when properly reading 
claim 1 as on file. In any event, the word "performing" has been cancelled for 
clarity. 

As to claim 2, it is pointed that claim 1, second feature, already mentions "... 
allocating switching technology-independent identifications to a call resource of said 
switching network element ..." (emphasis added). Therefore, mentioning of "said 
call resources in claim 2 is held to have sufficient antecedent basis for that 
limitation. Nonetheless, claim 2 is amended now to recite "said call resource 
comprises" to even more properly adapt the claim wording of claim 2 to the claim 
wording of claim 1 in formal aspects of US patent practice/law. 

Withdrawal of the indefiniteness rejections is requested. 

3. Prior art objections based on the not of record Tilander reference (US 
7,035,268) under 35 U.S.C. 102(e): 

The present application benefits from a filing as well as priority date of 
Septembers, 1999. 

The cited Tilander reference is a continuation of a previous application. The 
previous application's filing date also is September 3, 1999. Thus, Tilander as well 
as the present application were filed on the same day. However, under 35 USC 
102(e), in order for a patent application to be applicable prior art, the filing date has 
to be before the filing/priority date of the application under examination. Thus, 
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Tilander fails to be based on a filing date that is before the filing/priority date of the 
present application. Therefore, Tilander is inapplicable prior art. 
Withdrawal of the novelty rejection is requested. 

The objections and rejections of the Office Action of June 12, 2008, having 
been obviated by amendment or shown to be inapplicable, withdrawal thereof is 
requested and passage of claims 1-28, as amended, to issue is solicited. 



FJM/mo 

Ware, Fressola, Van Der Sluys & Adolphson LLP 
755 Main Street, P.O. Box 224 
Monroe, CT 06468 
(203) 261-1234 



Respectfully submitted. 




Francis J. Maguire / J 
Attomey for the Applicant 
Registration No. 3 1 ,391 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITY 



To: 



LESON, Thomas 

tiedtke-bOhling-kinne 

Bavariarlng A 

D-80336 Mimcll<eiNGEGANGEN 

ALLEMAGNE Pate ntan wane 

23. April 2001 

TIEDTKE • BOhLING - KINNE 
& PARTNER (GbR) 




PCT 



NOTIFICATION OF RECEIPT 
OF DEMAND BY COMPETENT INTERNATIONAL 
PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITY 

(PCT Rules S9.3(e) and 61.1(b), first sentence 
and Administrative Instructions, Section 601(a)} 



Date of mailing 
( day /month /year ) 



2 a M\ 



Int^ 



^iicant's or agent's fiHf reference 

WO 24836 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



IntermTiriml ipplioaan No. 
PCT/EP 99/06505 



Intemati<ma] filing date (day/month/year) 
03/09/1999 



Priority date (day /month/year) 
03/09/1999 



Applicant 



NOKIA NETWORKS OY 



The ai^licant is hereby notified that this Internationa] Preliminary Examining Authority considers the following date as the 
date of receipt of the demand for international preliminary examination of the international application: 

03/04/2001 



2. This date of receipt is: 



3. 



the actual date of receipt of the demand by this Authority (Rule 61.1^b)). 

I I the actual date of receipt of the demand on behalf of this Authority (Rule 593(e)). 

I I the date on whic^ this Authority has, in response to the invitation to correct defects in the demand 
(Form PCr/I PEA/404), received the required corrections. 

1 I ATTENTION: That date of receipt is AFTER the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. Consequently, the 
election(s) made In the demand does (do) not have the effiect of postponing the entry into tlK national phase untU 30 
months from the priority date (or later in some Offices) (Article 39(1)). Therefore, the acts for entry into the national 
phase must be performed within 20 months from the priority date (or later in some Offices) (Article 22). For details, s 
the PCT Applicants Guidey oinme II. 



I I (IfappScable) This notification confirms the information given by telephone, facsimile transnussion or in person 

on: 



4. Only where para8rs9>h 3 applies, a copy of this notification has been sent to the Internaticmal Bureau. 



Name and mailing address of the I PEA/ 



Eurc^an Patent Office 
AllI D-S0298 Munids 
.SOi Tel. (+49^9) 2399-0, Tx: 523656 epmu d 
, Fax: ( + 49-S9) 2399-4465 



Authorized officer 

KAUFHANN S B 
Tel. (+49^) 2399-2975 




Form PCT/IPEA/402 (July 1998) P20452 



"P77047200TT" 



EINGEGANGEN 
Patentanwaite 

2t Juni 2001 



TIEDTKE • BOHLING • KINIJ 
& PARTNER (GbR) 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 




INFORMATION CONCERNING ELECTED 
OFFICES NOT1HED OF THEIR ELECTION 

(PCTRule 61.3) 



Date of mailing (day/monthyyear) 
13 June 2001 (13.06.01) 



To: 



LESON, Thomas, Johannes, Alois 

Tiedtke-Buhling-Kinne & Partner GbR 

TBK-Patent 

Bavariaring 4 

D-80336 Munich 

ALLEMAGNE 



AppGcanf s or agent's file referenoe 
WO 24836 



IMPORTANT INFORMATION 



International application Nol 
PCT/EP99/06505 



international filing date (day/month/year) 

03 September 1999 (03.09.99) 



Priority date (day/month/year) 



Applicant 



NOKIA NETWORKS OY et al 



1. The applicant is hereby informed that the International Bureau has, according to Article 31(7), notified each of the following 

Offices of its election: 

EP :AT,BE,CH,CY,DE,DK,ES,FI,FR,GB,GRJEJT,LU,MaNL,PT,SE 

National :AU,BG,CA,CN,CZ,DE,ILJP,KP,KR,MN,NO,NZ,PL,RO,RU,SE,SK,US 

2. The following Offices have waived the requirement for the notification of their election; the notification will be sent to them 
by the International Bureau only upon their request: 

AP :GH,GM,KE,LS,MW,SD,SUSZ,UG,2W 
EA :AM,AZ,BY,KG,KZ,MD,RU,TJ,TM 

OA :BF,BJ,CF,CG,CI,CM,GA,GN,GW,MUMR,NE,SN,TD,TG 

National :AE,AUAM,AT,AZ,BA,BB,BR,BY,CH,CU,DK,EE,ES,FI,GB,GD,GE,GH,GM,HR, 

HU,IDJNJS,KE,KG,KZ,LaLK,LR,LS,LT,LU,LV,MD,MG,MK,MW,MX,PT,SD,SG,SI,SL, 

TJ,TM,TR,TT,UA,UG,UZ,VN,YU,ZA,ZW 

3. The applicant is reminded that he must enter the "national phase" before the expiration of 30 months from the priority date 
before each of the Offices listed above. This must be done by paying the national fee(s) and furnishing , if prescribed, a 
translation of the international application (Article 39(1 )(a)), as well as, where applicable, by furnishing a translation of any 
annexes of the international preliminary examination report (Article 36(3)(b) and Rule 74.1). 

Some offices have fixed time limits expiring later than the above-mentioned time limit. For detailed information about the 
applicable time limits and the acts to be performed upon entry into the national phase before a particular Office, see Volume II 
of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 

The entry into the European regional phase is postponed until 31 months from the priority date for all States designated for 
the purposes of obtaining a European patent. 




The International Bureau of WlPO 
34, chemin des Cdombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzertand 



Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 



Authorized officer: 

Claudio BortQ 
Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/lB/332 (September 1997) 



4084752 



The demand must be filed directly wUh the competent International Preliminary Examining Authority or, if two or more Authorities are competent, 
with the one chosen by the applicant. The full name or two-letter code of that Authority may be indicated by the applicant on the line below: 
IPEA/ EPA 



CHAPTER II 



DEMAND 

under Article 3 1 of the Patent Cooperation Treaty: 
The undersigned requests that the international application specified below be the subject of 
international preliminary examination according to the Patent Cooperation Treaty and 
hereby elects all eligible States (except where otherwise indicated). 



Identification of IPEA 


Date of receipt of DElvtAND 


Box No. I IDENTmCATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
WO 24836 


International application No. 
PCT/EP99/06505 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
03/09/1999 (3 September 1999) 


(Earliest) Priority date (day/month/year) 



Title of invention 

SWITCHING METHOD AND NETWORK ELEMENT 



Box No. n APPLICANT(S) 



Name and address: (Famay name followed by given name; for a legal entity, full official designation. 
The address must include postal code and name of country^ 

NOKIA NETWORKS OY 
Keilalahdentle 4 
FIN-02150 Espoo 
Finland 



Telephone No.: 

+358 9 551 610 70 



Facsunile No.: 

+358 9 511 612 80 



Teleprinter No.: 



State (that is, country) of nationaKly: 
FX 



State (that is. country) of residence: 
FI 



Name and address: (Family namefonowed by given name; for a legal entiO^^JuUoff^^ The address must include postal code and name of country.) 

JORMANAINEN, Rainer 
Asemakuja 1 E 33 
FIN-05400 Jokela 
Finland 



State (iftof ist country) of nationali^: 


State (Aat is, country) of residence: 


FI 


FI 


Name and address: (Famifynamefollowed by given name: for a legal entity, fi 


dl official des^nadon. The address must include postal code and name of country.) 


HARJUNEN, Timo 




Korppaanmaentie 11 B 22 




FIN-0300 Helsinki 




Finland 





State (that is, country) of nationality: 


State (that a, country) of residence: 


FI 


FI 



Further applicants are indicated on a continuation sheet. 



FonnPCT/IPEA/401 (first sheet) (July 1998; rqirint July 1999) See Notes to the demand fc 

(F 3.4.01 int. vorl. Pruf-Antr.) 




Sheet No. 



Internationa! application No. 

PCT/EP99/06505 



Box No. Ill AGENT OR COMMON REPRESENTATIVE; OR ADDRESS FOR CX>RRESPONDENCE 



The following person is agent [ | common representative 

and I y I has been appointed earlier and represents the applicant(s) also for international preliminary examination. 

I I »s hereby appointed and any earlier appointment of (an) agent(s)/common representative is hereby revoked. 

I I is hereby appointed, specifically for the procedure before the International Preliminary Examining Authority, in addition to 
the agent(s)/common representative appointed earlier. 



Name and address: (Family name followed by given name; for a legal entity, full official designation. 
The address must include postal code and name of country.) 

LESON, Thomas, Johannes, Alois 

Tiedtke-Buhling-Kinne & Partner GbR 

TBK-Patent 

Bavariaring 4 

80336 Munchen 

DE 



Telephone No.: 

+49 (89) 544690 



Facsimile No.: 

+49(89) 632611 



Teleprinter No.: 



□ 



Address for correspondence: Mark this check-box where no a^ent or common representative is/has been ap^inted and the 
space above is used instead to indicate a special address to which correspondence should be sent. 



Box No. IV BASIS FOR INTERNATIONAL PRELrlMINARY EXAMINATION 



Statement concerning amendments:* 

1. The applicant wishes the international preliminary examination to start on the basis of: 

m 

the international application as originally filed 
the description |X| as originally filed 

I \ as amended under Article 34 

the claims as originally filed 

I I as amended under Article 1 9 (together with any accompanying statement) 
I I as amended under Article 34 

the drawings |X| as originally filed 

I I as amended under Article 34 

2- 1 I The applicant wishes any amendment to the claims under Article 1 9 to be considered as reverscd. 

3. I I The applicant wishes the start of the international preliminary examination to be postponed until the expiration of 20 months 
from the priority date unless the International Preliminary Examining Authority receives a cc^y of any amendments made 
under Article 1 9 or a notice from the applicant that he does not wish to make such amendments (Rule 69. 1 (d)). (This check- 
box may be marked only where the time limit under Article J9 has not yet expired) 
* Where no check-box is marked, international preliminary examination will start on the basis of the international application 
as origin^ly filed or, where a copy ofamendments to the claims under Article 19 and/or amendments ofthe international application 
under Article 34 are received by the international Preliminary Examining Authority before it has begun to draw up a written opinion 
or the international preliminary examination report, as so amended. 



Language for the purposes of International preUmlnary examination: en|;^lish 
IX I which is the language in which die international ^jplication was filed. 
I I which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search. 
I I which is the language of publicalion of the iiitemaliunal application. 

I I which is the language ofthe translation (to be) furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination. 



Box No. V ELECTION OF STATES 



The applicant hereby electa all eligible States (that is, all States which have been designated and which are bound by Chapter 11 of 
thePCny 

excluding the following States which the applicant wishes not to elect: 



Form PCT/IPEA/401 (second sheet) (July 1998; reprint July 1999) 



See Notes to the demand form 



Sheet No. 



International application No. 

PCT/EP99/06505 



Box No. VI CHECKLIST 


The demand is accompanied by the following elements, m the language referred to in 
Box No. rV, for the purposes of international preliminary examination: 


For International Preliminaiy 
Examining Authority use only 

received not received 


1. translation of international application : sheets 


□ 


□ 


2. amendments under Article 34 : sheets 


□ 


□ 


3. copy (or, where required, translation) of 

amendments under Article 1 9 : sheets 


□ 


□ 


4. copy (or, where required, translation) of 

statementunder Article 19 : sheets 


□ 


□ 


5. letter : sheets 


□ 


□ 


6. other Cspecijy) : sheets 


□ 


□ 


The demand is also accompanied by the item(s) marked below: 






i. |X| fee calculati(»i sheet 4. [ | statement explaining lack of signature 




2. 1 1 separate signed power of attorney 5. 1 1 nucleotide and or amino acid sequence listing in 

— computer readable fonn 

3. 1 1 copy of general power of attorney; 

— reference number, if any. 6. [ j other (specif): 


Box No.Vn SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, AGENT OR COMMON REPRESENTATIVE 


Next to each signature, indicate the name of the person signing and the capacity in which the person signs (if such capacity is not obvious from 


reading ike demand}. 


LESON, Thomas, Johannes, Alois 

Patentanwalt 

TBK-Patent 







For Internationa] Preliminary Examining Au Aority use only > 



1. Date ofactual receipt of DEMAND: 



2. Adjusted date ofreceipt of demand due 
to CORRECTIONS under Rule 60.1(b): 



3_ r~| The date ofreceipt ofthe demand is AFTER the expiration of 19 months 
1 — I from the priority date and item 4 or 5> below» does not apply. 



□ The applicant has been 
informed accordingly. 



. I I The date of receipt of the demand is WITHIN the period of 19 months from the priority date as extended by virtue of 
I I Rule 80.5. 



5 r~l Althoiigli the date of receipt of the demand is alter the eiqnration of 1 9 months from the priority date, the delay 
' l_l is EXCUSED pursuant to Rule 82. 



in arrival 



For International Bureau use on^ 



Demand received from DPEA on: 



Form PCTAPEAy40l (last sheet) (July 1998; reprint July 1999) 



See Notes to the demand form 



PCX 



CHAPTER II 



FEE CALCULATION SHEET 
Annex to the Demand for international preliminary examination 

™ For International Preliminary Examini ng Authority use only mmm^ 



International 
application No. 


PCT/EP99/06505 


Applicant's or agent's 
file reference 


WO 24836 



Date stamp of the IPEA 



NOKIA NETWORKS OY et at 



Calculation of prescribed fees 



1. Preliminary examination fee i 1533,00 Euro 



Handling fee (Applicants from certain States are 
entitled to a reduction of 75% of the handling fee 
IVhere the applicant is (or all {mpUcants ttre) so en- 
titled, die amount to be entered m H is 25% of the 
handling fee.) 



3. Total of prescribed fees 

Add the amounts entered at P and H 
and enter total in the TOTAL box .... 



I 148,00 Euro 



1681,00 Euro 



TOTAL 



authorization to chL 
account with the IP] 



Mode of Payment 

m 

I I cheque 

I I postal money order 

I I bank draft 



(see below) 



\ I cash 

I I revenue stamps 

I j coupons 

I 1 o^et(specify): 



Deposit Account Authorization (this mode of payment may not be available at all IPEAs) 

ThclPEA/ EPA [y] is hereby auth<»izcd to charge the total fees indicated above to my deposit account. 

nfl (this check-box rnay be marked only if the conditions for deposU accounts of die IPEA so permit) is hereby 
1 — I authorized to charge any deficiency or credit any overpayment in the total fees indicated above to 
my depositaccount 



28 000 428 



Deposit Account Number 



03 April 2001 



Date (day/month/year) 



LESON. Thomas. Johannes. Alois 
PnlftntanwaW 



Fomi PCT/IPEA/401 (Annex) (July 1998; reiwint July 1999) 



Signature TBK-Patent 



See Notes to the fee calculation sheet 



